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The 42nd Session of the Indian Labour Conference (ILC), the apex national tripartite body that discusses key issues affecting labour and employment and provides policy perspectives and recommendations, was inaugurated by the Minister of External Affairs, Shri Pranab Mukherjee here today. 

In his inaugural address, Shri Pranab Mukherjee highlighted the fact that the world is facing an unprecedented financial crisis and that no country is isolated or insulated from the effects of the crisis on economic and social dimensions. He noted that the crisis is affecting the interests of all stakeholders and called upon the ILC, the Labour Parliament of India, to deliberate how the challenges confronting the society in general and the world of work in particular can be dealt with. He also urged the ILC delegates to convert the existing challenges into opportunities for evolving measures for sustaining growth with equity. He appealed to the social partners to deliberate in details on the adverse implications of the crisis on labour and employment and said that the entire focus of these deliberations should aim at achieving the twin objectives of protecting the interest of labour, on the one hand, and promoting sustainable economic growth on the other. 

He emphasized that the Government of India is committed to deal with the crisis and prevent it from snow-balling into a situation that is similar to the Great Depression of the 1930s. Shri Mukherjee also highlighted the recent governmental initiatives (such as fiscal and monetary measures to boost infrastructure, provision of adequate credit support to poorer sections and facilities for skill upgradation and re-skilling of the workforce) to counter the adverse consequences of ongoing economic downslide. The Minister also underlined the relevance of targeted investment for the socially disadvantaged, as a means for strengthening domestic demand, empowerment and ownership of growth process. 

In his presidential address, Shri Oscar Fernandes, Minister of State (I/C), Labour and Employment, dealt at length the need for bringing labour into the centre-stage in economic and social policy making. He reiterated that the progress the nation has achieved, so far is largely attributable, to the self-less and concerted efforts of the labouring poor in the country. To acknowledge and recognize the contribution of labour, the Minister pleaded that the extended motto of the day needs to be “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan and Jai Kamgar”. The Minister also highlighted the commitment of the present government to the cause of working poor and common man (Aam Admi), and referred to various targeted policies and programmes being initiated and implemented in the recent past. He specifically highlighted that the recent labour legislation (Unorganized Workers’ Social Security Act, 2008) providing social security to all the workers in the unorganized sector, is one of its kind in the whole world. 

In his address, Dr. Montek Singh Ahluwalia, Deputy Chairperson of Planning Commission of India said that Indian Labour Conference provides a unique forum for the various social partners to share views and arrive at commonly accepted and agreed upon objectives and agenda to achieve a flourishing Indian industry, which, inter alia, promotes employment. Dr. Singh also reiterated that the world is facing an overall slow down, though it may not be equated with that of the Great Depression of 1930s, in its longevity – in view of the hope that the present crisis will be overcome through cooperation of all governments and social partners all over the world. He referred to the adverse impact of slowdown in the export oriented production sectors (such as textiles, leather etc.) and highlighted the desirability of governmental interventions to support the domestic market, which will bring a revival in these sectors. The importance of National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme as a safety valve, to cushion the distressed reverse migration arising out of slow down in economic activities such as construction was also emphasized. 

The inaugural session was also addressed by Shri Baijnath Rai and Shri S. Behuria, representatives of workers and employers groups respectively. Earlier, Smt. Sudha Pillai, Secretary, Ministry of Labour and Employment welcomed the dignitaries and delegates of the conference. The `National Policy on Safety, Health and Environment at Workplace’ was also released during the Inaugural Session. 

